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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
The National Center for Transit Research is a Tier I federally funded
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University Transportation Center housed within CUTR. The federal
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University Transportation Center (UTC) program has been funded by
the USDOT as part of various Congressional surface transportation
authorization acts since 1987. The fundamental purposes of any federally funded UTC is to conduct transportation research, engage in
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technology transfer, educate and prepare the next generation of trans-
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portation professionals, and train the existing transportation work-
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force.

USF was initially awarded a UTC grant through a Congressional earmark in 1991 when the
center was named the National Urban Transit Institute. The name was changed to the
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National Center for Transit Research in 1999. Starting in 2002, USDOT has required uni-
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versities to participate in a competitive selection process in order to gain the distinction of
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receiving a UTC grant. These competitions were held in 2002, 2006, 2010, and
2013. Happily, USF’s National Center for Transit Research was selected in each one of the
four competitions. The amount of federal funding received through the UTC grants has
varied over the years from $675,000 a year to $3.5 million, for a total of approximately
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$23 million dollars since 1991. Those grants have also been matched with other state and
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local funds, resulting in a total research portfolio of over $40 million.
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As its title implies, NCTR focuses on research related to public transportation as well as
alternative forms of transportation other than the single occupant automobile. Well over
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150 research projects have been completed through NCTR funding, mostly through matching funds made available by the Florida Department of Transportation. The research that
has been completed has helped to make transit safer, more efficient, and more attractive. It has also helped identify how commuter assistance programs can become more
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effective in providing options for travel that help reduce congestion and pollution. Many
of the location-aware software applications that have earned patents have been developed
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through NCTR funds. In addition, the UTC grant helps to fund other activities and ongo-
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ing programs such as the Transit GIS Clearinghouse, the increasingly popular bi-annual
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GIS in Transit Conference, the well regarded Journal of Public Transportation, the TDM
and Telework Clearinghouse, the Best Workplaces for Commuters program, the Advanced
Alternative Energy Portal, and the National Transit Safety Research and Assistance Center.

The UTC grant also supports the NCTR Graduate Research Assistant Program that
helps students with an interest in pursuing careers in transit. Each year, over a
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dozen students work on projects and programs funded by NCTR. Students who
have worked on NCTR projects have gone on to work at the Federal Transit Administration, the Research and Innovative Technology Administration, large and small
consulting firms, the Florida DOT, and for transit agencies. Each year NCTR selects
a Student of the Year who has worked on an NCTR project and has maintained
excellent academic standards. These students are honored at the Council of University Transportation Centers Annual Awards Banquet that kicks off the TRB Annual
Meeting in Washington, DC.

Pay period 2/27/15 to 3/12/15
AEGIS submission date is Tuesday,
March 10th at 10 am.
Pay period 3/13/15 to 3/26/15
AEGIS submission date is Tuesday,
March 24th at 10 am.

The NCTR grant helps to support numerous listservs and webinars that CUTR
manages. It also helps to fund the travel associated with faculty members who make
presentations at professional conferences throughout the country.
There are three categories of UTCs: National, Regional, and Tier I. The National
and Regional centers generally have a larger number of universities serving in a
consortium. For many years, NCTR was a stand-alone UTC, but in recent years it
has been the lead center of a consortium including the following partner
universities: Florida International University, North Dakota State University, the
University of Illinois at Chicago, and Texas A&M.
When possible, NCTR funds are used to help CUTR gain a more prominent reputation in particular subject areas that offer growth potential. For instance, NCTR provided seed money to conduct research in Bus Rapid Transit. This, along with other
funding from a foundation and Miami-Dade Transit, helped to burnish CUTR’s
capabilities to the point that FTA awarded a multi-year $7 million contract to support the National Bus Rapid Transit Institute. The reputation that NCTR has gained
in the UTC community has helped CUTR become a better known research center
around the country and has contributed to CUTR being included as a member of
three other UTCs: The National Institute for Transportation and Communities (a
National UTC led by Portland State University); the Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation (a National UTC led by Rutgers University); and the Southeastern Transportation Center (a Regional UTC led by the University of Tennessee).
Joel Volinski serves as the Director of NCTR, but the management responsibilities
for the grant are deliberately distributed to engage as many CUTR faculty as possible in the program. Dennis Hinebaugh and Reena Raturi manage the various
financial/technical/administrative aspects of the grant reporting requirements.
Phil Winters serves as the manager of the technology transfer elements of the program, including the management of the NCTR website, many of the listservs, and
the aforementioned webinars. Dr. Steve Polzin is responsible for the education
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components associated with the grant, including the NCTR Graduate Research Assistant program. Lisa Staes, Martin
Catala, and Steve Reich are all responsible for various clearinghouse programs.
NCTR also features an Advisory Board made of representatives of transit agencies, the FTA, FDOT, APTA, ACT, the
consultant community, and TRB. This Advisory Board helps to identify issues of significance in the transit industry, to
review research proposals, and promote NCTR throughout the country.
The next competition for UTC grants is not expected until 2016, assuming Congress reauthorizes another surface
transportation act in 2015.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 3

CUTR Managers’ Meeting, CUT207, 1:30 PM

March 9-11

Airport Leadership Class, CUT102

March 17

CUTR Staff Meeting, CUT102, 9:00 AM

March 23-27

Transit Supervisor Certification Course, CUT102
CUTR’s New North Transportation Alliance, along with the City
of Temple Terrace, is hosting the Second Annual Bike With
The Mayor ride! On Friday, March 20th, Mayor Frank
Chillura will lead riders on a leisurely 3-mile ride along the
winding streets of Temple Terrace, starting and ending at the
Family Recreation Complex. The event starts at 7:30 a.m. with
sign-in, light refreshments, free bicycle lights, and other safety
information. The ride will start at around 8 a.m. Just bring
your bicycle and join the fun. The first 100 riders to arrive will
receive a free event T-shirt. This adult bicycle ride celebrates
bicycling as a mode of transportation, and for fitness and
health.
Sign up on our Facebook Event Page! https://
www.facebook.com/events/745542822208096/

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITIONS

Left to Right: Vicky Perk (20 yrs), Dean Robert Bishop, Pei-sung Lin (10 yrs), Jeff Kramer (15 yrs), Dennis Hinebaugh,
Kristine Williams, Joel Volinski (20 yrs)
Congratulations on reaching a milestone year of service at USF!

NOTEWORTHY ACCOLADES
On February 4, the Tampa Bay Clean Cities Coalition (TBCCC) held Tampa Bay’s first ever propane fuel event.
Hosted by the City of Tampa Fleet Maintenance Facility, the learning luncheon gathered 60 TBCCC members and
industry stakeholders from the public and private sectors for an informational session on propane fuel.
The event included vehicle and equipment displays from ROUSH CleanTech,
AmeriGas, Florida Transportation Systems, Ferrellgas, and Superior. Among
the propane-fueled vehicles was a 2014 Dodge Charger police cruiser, a
Maxximus LNG 2000 (which holds seven world speed records in alternative
fuels), a Ford F-250 pickup, a Ford E-350 passenger van, a Micro Bird shuttle
bus, and a Blue Bird school bus.
“The City of Tampa and the Solid Waste Department believe that alternative
fuels are not just cost effective for business, but also just the right thing to do,”
said Daryl Stewart, Chief of Operations for the department.
The program included presentations on propane school bus success, converting
vehicles to propane autogas, autogas fuel system technology, and concluded with
a Q & A panel discussion.
Tampa Bay Clean Cities is part of a national network of nearly 100 Clean Cities
coalitions working to advance the use of alternative and renewable fuels, idlereduction measures, fuel economy improvements, and emerging transportation technologies.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sean Barbeau, Principal Mobile Software Architect for R&D at CUTR was a featured speaker as part of the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology (OST-R) Transportation Innovation Series. The event was held at
USDOT and on-line. He presented Enabling Better Mobility Through Innovations For Mobile Devices.
Mobile phones are quickly reshaping our world. As of November 2014, 97 percent of US households have mobile phones,
with the average household owning 5.2 connected mobile devices. Mobile app use on these devices is skyrocketing, with
app usage up 76 percent in 2014. These apps can help us make better transportation choices by delivering the right
information at the right time & location - from decreasing your wait time for public transportation, to letting you know
about traffic incidents before you even leave for your destination, to helping transit riders with special needs get to and
from jobs. However, developing new mobile technology that is smart, both in terms of delivering the information at the
right moment and conserving limited resources such as battery life and data plans, is not always simple. Research conducted at universities has the potential to break through some of these challenges, which can result in improvements in
mobility to everyone.
This presentation discussed the multi-disciplinary innovation process at the University of South Florida, including
research funded by the National Center for Transit Research UTC and the Florida Department of Transportation that
has resulted in 14 U.S. patents on location-aware mobile technology and resulted in the deployment of real-world systems. Lessons learned during the research itself, as well as the technology transfer process to real-world deployments
was presented.

NOTEWORTHY ACCOLADES—CONTINUED
Joel Volinski participated as part of an APTA peer review panel that traveled to Los Angeles and reviewed LA Metro’’s
fare structure and its efforts to generate new revenues. His expertise was requested based on research he conducted over
the years under the title of “Lessons Learned in Transit Efficiencies, Revenue Generation, and Cost Reductions.” He was
requested to serve as the Chairman of the Research, Education, and Training Reauthorization Coalition, a group that is
permitted to lobby on behalf of Congressional support for the university transportation center program.
Membership was increased from 6 to 22 member universities from 16 states. The 22 RETRC members work with 102
universities from 42 states in their UTC consortia. He also recently attended the APTA Research and Technology Committee, which was held at CUTR.

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING ITE EXPO — FEBRUARY 13—14, 2015

NEW AWARDS/CONTRACTS
Project

Comprehensive Pedestrian & Bicycle Program

Sponsor Florida Department of Transportation
PI(s)

Lin/Kourtellis

Value

$118,997

Project

Florida Comprehensive Motorcycle Safety Program

Sponsor Florida Department of Transportation
PI(s)

Lin/Lee

Value

$45,000

NEW AWARDS/CONTRACTS—CONTINUED
Project

Pedestrian Program Evaluation & Data Collection 14-15

Sponsor

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Kourtellis/Lin

Value

$27,500

Project

Florida Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP)

Sponsor

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Staes/Staes

Value

$140,000

Project

Role of Florida Transit Agencies in providing Pedestrian & Bicycle Safety

Sponsor

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Hendricks/Georggi

Value

$122,154

Project

FlexBus Operation & Evaluation

Sponsor

Federal Transit Administration

PI(s)

Hinebaugh/Pessaro

Value

$1,871,000

Project

On-Going Evaluation of Alternatively Fueled Buses

Sponsor

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Reich/Kolpakov

Value

$180,000

Project

GPS Data for Truck-Route Choice Analysis of Port Everglades Petroleum Commodity Flows

Sponsor

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Pinjari/Ozkul

Value

$34,264

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED/UNDERWAY
Project

USDOT UTC 2015 Continuation

Sponsor

US Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Volinski/Hinebaugh

Value

$923,699

PROPOSALS SUBMITTED/UNDERWAY—CONTINUED
Project

CyberSEES: Type 2: Collaborative Research: Transforming Public Transit Usability,

Efficiency, and Equity through Information Technology
Sponsor

National Academy of Sciences

PI(s)

Barbeau

Value:

$450,977

Project

Trends and Conditions Research 2015

Sponsor

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s)

Polzin

Value

$200,000

Project:

Safe Routes to School Walking School Bus and Bicycle Train Program

Sponsor:

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s):

Jackman

Value:

$80,003

Project:

The Role of Florida Transit Agencies in Providing Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Improvements

Sponsor:

Florida Department of Transportation

PI(s):

Hendricks/Georggi

Value:

$122,154

NEED TO SUBMIT TO CUTR CONNECTIONS?
If you have information that you would like to share and include in the monthly issue of the CUTRConnections—CUTR
Employee Newsletter, please send an email with the information to Grace Hunt at hunt@cutr.usf.edu.

