
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 24, 2013 
 
Contact: Chris Spencer 
Office of State Senator Jeff Brandes 
(727) 552-2745 
 
 

TAMPA-HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY EXPRESSWAY AUTHORITY APPROVES 
AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE TECHNOLOGY STUDY 
Tampa Bay to lead the way in transportation innovation 

 
Tampa, Fla- Today the Tampa-Hillsborough County Expressway Authority (THEA) voted to 
approve a contract with the University of South Florida Center for Urban Transportation 
Research (CUTR) to study the implementation of autonomous vehicle technology in 
Hillsborough County. This follows Legislative approval in 2012 making Florida the second state 
in the nation to embrace autonomous vehicle technology. 
 
"The Expressway Authority is noted for its innovation – including the reversible express lanes, 
all electronic tolling, and bus toll lanes," stated Stephen Diaco, Chairman of the THEA Board of 
Directors. "We’re excited and ready to partner with CUTR to continue that legacy of 
achievement." 
 
"I am glad that our local community leaders are taking the bold steps to bring technology 
solutions to our growing community," stated State Senator Jeff Brandes (R-St Petersburg), 
chairman of the Senate Transportation Committee. "With projects like these, Tampa Bay will be 
at the cutting edge of transportation innovation." 
 
“Substantially transforming the way that people and goods move over the next 10 years is closer 
than we realize.  This project will be positioning the Tampa Bay region as leaders in preparing 
for the disruption that autonomous vehicles will bring to all facets of our transportation system,” 
stated Jason Bittner, director of CUTR at the University of South Florida. “We look forward to 
working with the Tampa Hillsborough Expressway Authority and I applaud the leadership of 
Senator Brandes and the THEA Board of Directors for embracing this knowledge creation.” 
 
Florida became the second state in the nation allowing autonomous vehicles to operate on its 
roads when then State Representative Jeff Brandes championed legislation in the 2012 
Legislative Session. The contract for a $125,000 study with CUTR must still be approved by the 
THEA general counsel.  
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