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University of South Florida  

Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) 
Advisory Board Meeting 

 
Minutes 

Monday, May 18, 2020 2:00–3:45 PM 
Via GoToMeeting 

 
• Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Chair Llort at 2:11 PM 
• Roll Call 
Advisory Board members and Designees (P = Present, T = Telephone, A = Absent) 
 No. Name Title Organization Designee  
T 1 Kevin J. Thibault Secretary FDOT Tom Byron/ 

Liz Stutts 
Statute 

A 2 Ken Lawson Executive Director FDEO Scott Rogers Statute 
A 3 Noah Valenstein Secretary FDEP Chris Stahl Statute 
T 4 Teresa Sarnoff Member FTC  Statute 
T 9 Ysela Llort, Chair Principal Renaissance Planning 

Group 
 EM 2007 

6/8/11 
A 5 Thornton J. 

Williams 
Managing Partner Williams Law Group, P.A.  EM 2009 

5/29/13 
T 6 Kimberlee 

DeBosier 
Director, Project 
Excellence 

WGI, Inc.  EM 2003/07  
1/17/11 

T 7 Sonny Holtzman Principal The Holtzman Group  SR 2012 
6/12/16 

T 8 Ram Kancharla Vice President Planning 
and Development 

Port Tampa Bay  JB 2013 
11/6/15 

T 10 Jon Martz, Vice 
Chair 

Director Government and 
Public Affairs 

Enterprise Holdings 
Company 

 JB 2014 
2/2/18 

T 11 Jean Duncan Director Transportation 
and Stormwater Services 

City of Tampa  RB 2019 
1/1/21 

A 12 Joseph 
Waggoner 

Executive Director Tampa Hillsborough 
County Expressway 
Authority 

 DH 2015 
11/2/19 

 Ex Officio Member 
A 13 Lisa Bacot Executive Director Florida Public 

Transportation Association 
 RB 2019 

T 14 Ralph Yoder Executive Director Florida Transportation 
Commission 

 RB 2019 

 
• Guests: Dean Robert H. Bishop, University of South Florida’s College of Engineering, CUTR program 
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directors, Brian Staes 
• Approval of Minutes:  Meeting of November 7, 2019 

o Motion (Llort) and second (DeBosier), minutes approved unanimously 
• Dr. Bertini welcomed everyone to the meeting and sent well-wishes to everyone during the pandemic 

o This is the first completely virtual CUTR Advisory Board Meeting  
• Ysela Llort and Dr. Bertini welcomed FDOT Secretary Kevin Thibault  

o Secretary Thibault gave remarks concerning transportation in Florida and how COVID-19 has 
affected the transportation industry 

o Thibault explained the expedited process for Florida projects during the lull in traffic conditions 
through the state 

• Dr. Bertini gave update on CUTR operations during COVID-19 
o Since mid-March, CUTR has worked remotely in order to protect employees and students. 
o All employees are fully equipped to operate from their home offices; students are still working on 

projects from their homes, as well. 
• Llort introduced Dean Bishop and the new College of Engineering Advisory Board Guidelines 

o Dean Bishop gave remarks concerning the College of Engineering’s plan during the pandemic and 
introduced his thoughts about the synchronized guidelines.  

o Dean Bishop explained the importance of having cohesive guidelines throughout the College’s 
various advisory boards.  

o Under the leadership of Llort, the advisory board read through the new guidelines.  
o Points that were presented from the board:   

§ Length of tenure – encouraged rotation of board members expands CUTR’s reach by inviting 
new participants to the board. 

§ Number of members on the board – important to include ex officio members as well as other 
members representing different transportation modes and CUTR’s focus areas 

• Dr. Bertini gave updates on the National Institute for Congestion Reduction (NICR) 
o NICR is moving forward with year 1 projects. Despite COVID-19, partnering universities are 

working seamlessly with CUTR in order to produce research and products.  
o Dr. Bertini is preparing one of the first reports to Congress concerning NICR.  

• Dr. Bertini introduced the faculty and student presenters for the meeting. Kristine Williams, AICP, Dr. 
Pei-Sung Lin, and Brian Staes gave brief presentations on their research. 

• Dr. Bertini presented a short Director's Report to the board concerning upcoming events and 
announcements 
o Highlights since the November 2019 meeting included Rob Gregg’s retirement, the 7th Florida 

Automated Vehicles Summit; three student recipients of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Transportation 
Fellowship; USF President Steven Currall’s visit to CUTR; and the 2020 USF Transportation Day. 

o Dr. Bertini presented the results from the 2019 CUTR Transportation Achievement Awards event 
§ 290 tickets (2nd highest in event history) 
§ 18 table sponsors ($43,500) 
§ $31,000 in revenue (2nd highest in event history) 
§ 8 scholarships were presented – doubled from 2018 event and 8x the amount of the 2000 

event  
o We plan to hold the CUTR Transportation Achievement Awards on Thursday, November 12, 2020 

at the USF Marshall Center. However, due to COVID-19, the details are currently unknown due to 
social distancing measures. CUTR is currently discussing options on how to adapt the event as 
warranted by conditions.  
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o Dr. Bertini gave his best wishes to CUTR Program Director Dennis Hinebaugh on his retirement 
after 27 years at CUTR and USF; Dennis thanked everyone for their support. 

o Ysela opened the floor for comments to Dennis.  
• Advisory Board Member Discussion/Updates 
• Next Meeting Summer 2020 – date TBD  
• Adjourn - the meeting adjourned at 3:50 PM. 



 

 
 

 

 
University of South Florida  

Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) 
Advisory Board Meeting 

 
Agenda 

Tuesday June 11, 2019 1:30–3:30 PM 
Center for Urban Transportation Research, Rosa Parks Room (143) 

3808 USF Alumni Drive, Tampa, FL 33620 
 

• Call to Order 
• Roll Call 
Advisory Board members and Designees (P = Present, T = Telephone, A = Absent) 
 No. Name Title Organization Designee  
 1 Kevin J. Thibault Secretary FDOT Tom Byron/ 

Ed Coven 
Statute 

 2 Ken Lawson Executive Director FDEO Scott Rogers Statute 
 3 Noah Valenstein Secretary FDEP Chris Stahl Statute 
 4 Teresa Sarnoff Member FTC  Statute 
 9 Ysela Llort, Chair Principal Renaissance Planning 

Group 
 EM 2007 

6/8/11 
 5 Thornton J. 

Williams 
Managing Partner Williams Law Group, P.A.  EM 2009 

5/29/13 
 6 Kimberlee 

DeBosier 
Director, Project 
Excellence 

WGI, Inc.  EM 2003/07  
1/17/11 

 7 Sonny Holtzman Principal The Holtzman Group  SR 2012 
6/12/16 

 8 Ram Kancharla Vice President of 
Planning and 
Development 

Port Tampa Bay  JB 2013 
11/6/15 

 10 Jon Martz, Vice 
Chair 

Director of Government 
and Public Affairs 

Enterprise Holdings 
Company 

 JB 2014 
2/2/18 

 11 Jean Duncan Director of Transportation 
and Stormwater Services 

City of Tampa  RB 2019 
1/1/21 

 12 Joseph 
Waggoner 

Executive Director Tampa Hillsborough 
County Expressway 
Authority 

 DH 2015 
11/2/19 

 Ex Officio Member 
 13 Lisa Bacot Executive Director Florida Public 

Transportation Association 
 RB 2019 

1/1/21 
 

• Approval of Minutes:  Meeting of November 1, 2018 



• Seating of New Chair and Vice Chair  
o Recognition of Thornton Williams, Chair 2016-2019 

• Remarks from FDOT Director – Kevin Thibault 
• CUTR/FDOT Showcase  
• CUTR Director's Report 
• Student Presentations 
• Chair's Comments 
• Advisory Board Member Discussion/Updates 
• Next Meeting Summer 2019 – date TBD – discuss meeting frequency 
• Adjourn  
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